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INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

Property/District Name: Piscataway Village Historic Digtrict Survey Number:PG:84-23

Project: Piscataway Villages development Agency: _COE

Site visit by MHT Staff: ___ no _X_yes Name _Elizabeth Hannold Date 1994
Eligibility recommended _X__ Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: _X_A B X CC D Considerations: A B C D E F G None
Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

Based on the available information, including that prepared by Prince George'’s County M-NCCP
and R. Christopher Goodwin & Associates, the village of Piscataway appears to be eligible for
the National Register under Criteria A and C. Piscataway was established as a port and
government tobacco ingpection station in 1707. The village suffered a setback in the 19th
centuryz%ﬁaltimore became the center for state tobacco inspection and the Piscataway Creek
silted up, limiting the shipping capabilities. Although its importance was reduced,
Piscataway continued to serve as a commercial center for the surrounding farms and included
taverns, stores, a hotel, schools, a church, a post office, and residences throughout the
19th and into the early 20th centuries. Today the village consists of mostly residences,
dating from the late 19th through the 20th centuries, arranged in a linear pattern along
—Floral Park Road. All the buildings face the road and in general the surrounding land is
pen fields or woods, contributing to a strong sense of rural village. The Edelen House (PG:
64-23-6), a 19th century plantation house, is located at the southeastern end of the village
and is connected to it by an expanse of agricultural fields.

Piscataway Village meets National Register Criterion A for its association with the
development of early towns in Prince George’s County during the 18th century and for its
representative evolution as a crossroads rural village during the 1%th and early 20th
centuries. It also meet Criterion C as a significant and distinguishable entity representing
the distinctive characteristics of 1late 18th through early 20th century residential,
commercial, and religious architecture in a rural village layout. Piscataway is one of the
best remaining examples of a rural linear village in Prince George’s County today. An 800-
acre "neotraditional" development is planned for the property adjoining the southern border
of the historic wvillage.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project file, Maryland Inventory,

PG:84-23, Phase I Archeological and Phase II Architectural Investigations for The Villages
at Piscataway, Volumes I and II (R. Christopher Goodwin, June 13, 1996), Piscataway Village
Rural Conservation Study (PG-MNCPPC, Part I & IT)

Prepared by: R. Christopher Goodwin, PG-MNCPPC
Elizabeth Hannold September 25, 1996
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date

NR program concurrence: x yes no not applicable
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Survey No. PG:84-23

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT

I. Geographic Region:
Eastern Shore (all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil)
X Western Shore (Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles,
Prince George’s and St. Mary’s)
Piedmont (Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll,
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery)
Western Maryland ({Allegany, Garrett and Washington)
II. Chronological/Developmental Periods:
Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C.
Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C.
Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C.
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B.C.
Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C.
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570-1750
X Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815
X Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870
X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930
X Modern Period A.D. 1930-Present
Unknown Period ( prehistoric historic)
III. Prehistoric Period Themes: Iv. Historic Period Themes:
Subsistence Agriculture
Settlement X Architecture, Landscape Architecture,
and Community Planning
Political X Economic (Commercial and Industrial)
Demographic Government /Law
Religion Military
Technology Religion
Environmental Adaption Social/Educational/Cultural
Transportation
V. Resource Type:
Category: District
Historic Environment: Village, rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): residential, commercial, government, religious

Known Design Source: na
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Prince George's County Courthouse
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Floral Park Road and Piscataway Road
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(Aluud 3 Unctrered O Maved ﬂ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT » 4D ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The buildings are mostly nineteenth century strhctures,
built eof frame with A-roofs. Some have service wings that
are probably older than the present main buildings. The
store is a shed-roofed, two story building. Adjacent to
it is the tavern, a central doorway building that probably
predates .the other houses. The church is a nineteenth
cenﬁury 5rick building with an entrance tower on the main
facade., Most of the remaining buildings h#ve three bay
facades with end dooxrways, typicai'of Federal houses in

the area.
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KEGIONAL AND METROPOLITAN DISTRICTS IN MONTGOMERY AND PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTIES, MARYLAND

Regional Headquarters Building $57.1480
8787 Georgia Avenus Area Cede 301
Sliver Spring, Maryland 20907
27 April 1973

T0: [.OBERT ARCIPRETE
Chief Park Plamner, PGRO

FRUM: CHRISTOPHER OWENS
Park Historian

SUBJECT: PISCATAWAY

T have received the copies of the tax maps of Piscataway and
surrounding areas and shall return them as raquested as soon
as I have an opportunity to spend a day in the town locating
and idertifying the important sites on the map.

Piscataway, as T indicated to you or: 4he telephone, was once

a4 major tobaceo port for southern Prince George'sa éounty. By
1700 there was a store house in the a rea and evidently the
surrounding populabion was large enough and cultivated enough
tobacco to make commercial ventures in the area attractive,
Fbenszer Cook's fictional tobaceo factor in "The Sot-~Weed
Factor! vigited the towm with a view toward opening a store in
the same year (31708) that the freemen of the town petitioned

the Assembly to remove to another site, But for some reason,
pernaps inaction on the Assembly's part, the commmnity was never -
alllowed to remove to its preferred site on Broad Creek., In 1735,
“dward Fdelen and some other citireng became interested in estab-
iishing the town on a firmer footing and petitioned the Assenbly
to erect a town under the Act of 1706 for the establishmsih

of new towns., The town was never platted-~aa Upper Mariborough
vas--into the 100 lota required by the Act, nt inatead it de-
veloped along the sonth side of the creeck along present day
floral Park Road, with narrower lanes running from the major
street to the creek. After the passage of the Tobacco Inspection
Act of 1747, Piscataway became one of the tobacco inspection
stations on the Potomac River; by then, several major English
and Scottish factors had egtablished warehouses in the little
town where the tobacco planters would bring their crops for sale
to the factor, who would ship the combined purchases to England
for resale,

The history of Piscataway is not terribly dramatic or exciting,
bat the importanco of the town for the modaern world lies in the
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unexciting events that took place there. The town is the bhest
preserved, most completely intact, least intruded upon of the
old tobacco inspection ports. During the eighteenth century--
indeed, until World War I--tobacco was the mainstay of the
Prince Ceorge's County economy and thus the basis of its secclal
and community life. No interpretation of the county's history
can ignore the importance of tobacco and the institutions and
towms it gave rise to. “hen such a town retains enough of its
character and quality to serve as a basis for interpretation
of colonial Prince George's County society, 1t 1s truly worthy
of preservation. Unlike Port Tobacco, where several imporiant
buildings have been destroyed, or Rladensburg, were comuercial
development has all but destroyed the remains of the old

pert town, or Nottingham, where destruction and construction
have changed the environment, Piscataway retains an integrity
unusual in Prince George's County in the 1970ts,

The Piscataway vicinity is marked on the Preliminary Master Plan
for Subregion VI as a special protection area, although the

form apd charz=ter of the "protection" is left unspecified, VWhat
follows is an o:tlina for a protection plan that emphasizes the
retention of Lildings by private owners anu rombines the pre-
servaltion of "Iiving" buildings with parls and open space., The
basic assumption is that the preservation of the remaining buildings
depends on the maintenance of an enviromment that gives a sense
of Piscataway as a tobaceo port and agricultural community; in-
terpretation in this case should emphasize the orpanic relation of
town to natural enviromment, A second assumption is that any plan
that contemplates erecting new buildings in the town will effec-
tively destroy the nense of an earlier time that the town now
conveys. Even reconstructions as meticulously researched and
planned as those at Williamsburg or Plimouth Plantation distort
the past and convey a stilted sense of what it really was dike;
"subdivision colonial" does worse, for it neither conveys a gonse
of the past nor makes a statement about the present that could
stani in contrast to the real past around 1t. Furthermore, makirg
Piscataway 6o "alive" that it becomes busy wonld give a false
sense of activity--while e¢losing off the roads and isolating it
from traffic would give a false sense of stasis.

Wnat I propose is a program of preservation utilizing the easemert,
program now operating to protect open space and the ecasement
program now being worked out to protect historic structures, - v
with the selective purchase of a minimum number of parcels of

iaml. The former site of one building-~Piscataway House, which
haa been moved to Broad Creek--should become parkland, with

an exhibit explaining what wns there, as well as a more general
exhibit about the town and the area; other park facilities--
plenie areas, parking, etce--could use the same site. A former
warchouse site near the creek would also be included in the

land to be purchased (if it 18 not already within the take 1ines)
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and tle foundations would be exposed with an exhibit showing a
plausible reconstruction. A path could lead dowm to the parklard
along the creek, and perhaps the National Park Service would
cooperate in building a trail from Fort Washington to Piscataway
for hikers or bicyclers, FEasements would prevent building on
the lots not purchased, as well ag prevent the mutilation of

the structures now standing. Tnterpretation vould combine
ecological and historical agpects of the area--the creck and its
history, tobacco culture end its effects on the Jand, man's
imorint before the arrival of the English, the effects of
settlement on the enviromment and of the environment, on settle-
ment, and the development of towm 1ife in colonial Maryland,

Piscatavay is probahly the only towm in Prince Georgae's County
¥here the concept outlined above is Still practical. In most
other cases, preservation is of 3ingle buildings that stand in

an agricultural sotling or are located in towns where the surrcunding
environment has already undergone change; “Marietta™ is an erample
of the former, Upper Marliboro of the latter. Rather than have to
reconstruct the towmlife of the past-~as l'ort Tobacco 18 nowy
attempting~-we can preserve it before it dinappears; towns were
an important, indeed necessary, adjunct to agricultural society
and thus were an intimate part of the landscape of colonial
Marylend. Tt seems reasonable and proper to save at least one,

ce: Commisaioner Crawvley
F, Frank Rubini
Hugh Kobey
Herb Robinscn
Vesley Johinson
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Historic Properties in Piscataway

LEGEND

- Historic Site
- Historic Resource
E Sunrvev Property

E Piscatuway Historic Survey 4drea

P

I8 St Marv's Clurch and Cemetery
Historic Sue #84-23-10
2 Edelen House
Hisioric Sue #84-23-0
3. Miller House
Historic Resource #84-23-9
4. Dr. Edgur Huru House
Hisioric Site #84-23-8
3. Gallahan-Davis House
Survev Property #84-23-24
6. Hardv's Tavern
Historic Site #84-23-3
7. Bond Bungalow
Sunvev Property. #84-23-25
8. Hurbin House (Clagett Store)
Historic Resource #84-23-7
9 Stunton-Blundford House
Hisioric Resource #34-23-4
10 Piscataway Tavern
Historic Sue #34-23-3
11 Underwood House
Hisioric Resource #34:23:2
12 Thomas C Underwood Bunyalon
Suney Properny #84-3-20

CLT

<
S

¢

North

NO SCALE AVAILABLE

Figure 46 Map of Piscataway Village, depicting Historic Sites, Historic Resources. other properties surveyed by M-NCPPC staff, and the
boundaries of the historic survey area (from King and Rivers, Prscataway Village Rural Conservation Study, Maryland-Nationai 219
Capital Park and Planning Commission, 1995)
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PG:84-23
Piscataway Village Historic District
Piscataway quadrangle

' : PG:84-5

PG:84-23-24
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PG:84-23
Piscataway Village Historic District
Piscataway quadrangle







P.G.#84-3, -7, -4
Piscataway Village Historic District
Piscat. Tavern, Clagett's store, saltbox
Susan G. Pearl
October 1984
From southwest
Neg: Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD.
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Piscataway Village Historic District
Davis house

Susan G. Pearl

October 1984

From east
Neg: Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis, MD.



